
WELCOME FROM COUNTY EXECUTIVE ROBERT P. ASTORINO 

Welcome to the 3rd Annual New York Fathering Conference. By being here today, you are making a
strong statement – that you believe in the critical role a father plays in the lives of his children, his family,
and society at large. I thank you for joining us.

With three young children of my own, I know the most important job I have every day is being a dad. Yet
nearly 50,000 children in Westchester County live with a single mother, with no father present. Over a
third of these children, or about 16,000, live below the poverty level.

We can’t offer enough thanks to all the single moms, grandparents, extended families and foster parents
who are doing the best they can to raise our children. But the ramifications of growing up without a
father in the home – or at least nearby and actively involved – speak for themselves. Poverty,
imprisonment, drug and alcohol abuse, teenage pregnancy, emotional and behavioral problems,
dropping out of school; all rise when a child is raised without a father in his or her life.

The good news is that we can reverse the tide. We can step up as men, work together, and be there for
our children and families. In fact, I believe this is the fundamental key to making our communities
stronger. Stronger families, stronger communities – it might be as simple as that.

The participants in our R.E.A.L. Parenting Pilot Program, which was announced at last year’s conference,
are a testament to this philosophy. You’ll learn more about R.E.A.L. during today’s panel presentation,
but at its core the program is helping participants to find sustainable employment, manage their child
support, improve their parenting and relationship skills and most importantly, to be positive role models
for their children and families.

I am proud to present this conference along with the New York Fathering Planning Committee, and I offer
my thanks to everyone involved. The theme of “Ready to Work: Navigating Home, Job and Community”
is particularly important, and to start us off we have one of the nation’s foremost visionaries as our
keynote speaker, Mr. Mike Brady, President and CEO of Greyston. I know we’ll all take home some
valuable insights, and I am excited about the great lineup of workshops and networking opportunities
we’ve assembled throughout the day.

To learn more about Westchester County’s ongoing #DadBeThere Fatherhood Initiative and upcoming
events, please visit westchestergov.com/dadbethere.

Robert P. Astorino
Westchester County Executive
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